A better way to measure volume--and benchmark costs.
Equivalent patient units is a more reliable measure of a hospital's patient volume than adjusted discharges or adjusted patient days because it better accounts for both inpatient and outpatient volumes. Three elements are required to calculate equivalent patient units: equivalent discharges, equivalent visits, and the payment ratio. All of these elements are available through publicly available data, making it possible for hospitals to immediately adopt this new metric and, thereby, better understand their potential for savings.